EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

	This technology transfer project, with the objective of exploring the potential of green livelihood technologies in the rehabilitation of degraded and denuded watershed areas and increasing communities’ income through green livelihood commodities, transferred protocols on ornamental bamboo production, wild tea production and tiger grass production. 

	The project composes 4 components, namely: Component 1 – Ornamental Bamboo production in open canopy degraded watershed area and idle community lands. Component 2 – Wild Tea Production in closed canopy degraded watershed areas and idle community lands. Component 3 – Tiger Grass Production in open canopy degraded watershed areas and idle community lands. Component 4 – Ecological Marketing Development. The partner stakeholder of the project on Ornamental bamboo production and wild tea production is SALENG, Inc. based in Cabiten, Mankayan, Benguet. The project’s partner-stakeholder on Tiger grass is Baoyan Farmers’ Association based in Baoyan, Boliney, Abra. 

	The project established an ornamental bamboo technology demonstration area, which rehabilitated a one-hectare open, degraded land in Cabiten, Mankayan, Benguet. Of the ornamental bamboos planted, 13 species were rehabilitative of open canopy, degraded watershed area.  Of these, the Golden Buho bamboo (Schizostachyum brachycladum), Yellow bamboo (Bambusa vulgaris “Vitata” Mclure), Fishpole bamboo (Phyllostachys aurea Carr. Ex A. & C.), Malay dwarf variegated bamboo (Bambusa heterostachya ‘variegata’ Munro) and the Weaver’s bamboo (Bambusa gracilis textilis McClure) were found to be saleable in markets. Of the other species transferred in close canopy idle community lands, the Purple bamboo (Chimonobambusa neopurpurea Hsueh & T.P. Yi) and Mini-black climbing bamboo (Dinochloa scandens Blume ex Nees) were the most saleable. SALENG, Inc. now earns from this livelihood.

	It also established a wild tea technology demonstration area which is now rehabilitating a one-hectare of close canopy, degraded area in Cabiten, Mankayan, Benguet.  Gepas (Sarcadra caudata), which were planted in degraded understorey area of a Benguet pine (Pinus kesiya) forest, are thriving well and are now being linked to a pharmaceutical and food supplement company for the possibility of wholesale deal of their leaves. The leaves of “Beltik” or “Daniwdiw” (Sizygium subcaudatum), which are growing abundantly in communal forests, on the other hand, were processed, with the assistance of the project, into tea for commercialization.
	
	The project also established two (2) Tiger grass (Thaesanolaena maxima) technology demonstration areas in Baoyan, Boliney, Abra. These are now rehabilitating ½ hectare of open, degraded area and ½ hectare of idle community lands. The white variety of tiger grass planted in the technology demonstration area in the area has attracted the attention of the PLGU of Abra and is now being negotiated with other municipalities of Abra for transfer as a rehabilitation species to be planted along river banks as well as a source of panicles by Abra soft broom makers.

	The green commodities produced by the project were linked to niche markets as additional livelihoods of watershed stakeholders. A pool of cooperators, led by WWRRDEC, loosely but effectively carried out monitoring, mentoring and coaching of the stakeholders, as well as assisted the project in its ecological market development and in the drafting of a policy for the accreditation of green livelihoods in watersheds. This pool of cooperators are composed of DENR-CAR and its field offices, DTI-CAR and its field offices and DOST-CAR.
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