Executive Summary

The project assessed effectiveness of implementation of watershed and water-related policies in Kapangan, Benguet, Carranglan, Nueva Ecija and Lidlidda, Ilocos Sur and factors affecting this. Descriptive research design was used to assess the effectiveness of implementation based on the extent of policies implemented and the factors behind this while experimental research design using linear and logistic regression analysis was used to determine significant variables affecting effectiveness of implementation based on willingness of LGUs and civil society to implement policies. Common factors affecting effective implementation based on descriptive research design are lack of knowledge of the policies attributed to lack of copies of such policies and lack of local policy issuances. Significant variables that affect the effectiveness of implementation based on stakeholders’ willingness to implement policies based on experimental design are 1) status of water sufficiency in the area; 2) knowledge on the benefits that a watershed brings to communities; 3) Community leaders (DENR technicians in CAR and LGU Officials in Region 3; not significant in Region 1); and 4) knowledge on the anthropological causes of watershed degradation and denudation (charcoal making, etc.). A strategic communication plan to address the issues and incorporate significant variables to change stakeholders’ behavior are recommended.
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